
APPENDIX 3.2 - ROSELAND LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT TABLE FOR GERRANS 
 
 

Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Topography 

and drainage 

Ridge but not pronounced, 
flat upland plateau, dipping 

down around periphery. 
 

Sea, river, estuary. 

Gentle slopes with even 
undulations rising to distant 

ridge beyond Rosteague and 
steepening slopes to adjacent 

valleys. 
 
No water evident, apart from 

long views to the sea. 

Steep 
 

No water visible.  Stream 
concealed in valley bottom. 

The Trethem valley bottom is 
flat with a gentle gradient 

feeding eventually into 
Trethem Creek and the sea. 

The Trethem valley and 
stream form the Parish 
boundary between Gerrans 

and Philleigh, flowing east to 
west, and is accessible to the 

north of Treluggan and to the 
south of Trelissa. 

 
Springs, stream, marshland, 
manmade pond 

 Flat 
 Estuary formed in Ria 

The southern and eastern 
edges of the Parish consist of 

high steep dramatic cliffs 
especially in the south at St 

Anthony Head. Moving 
northwards the cliffs remain 
steep but decrease steadily in 

height, terminating just short 
of Pendower. 

 
Sea 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs      

Biodiversity Semi natural grassland. 

 
Thick Cornish hedges. 
 

No invasive species evident 

Some hedgerows have been 

allowed to develop a range of 
species. 
 

Hedgerows 
 

No invasive species evident 

Unmanaged woodland and 

scrub with gorse and 
bramble. 
 

Extensive bramble and ivy 
ground cover for protection 

and food.  Tree cover 
includes willow, oak and 

sycamore. 
 
No invasive species. 

 

The stream, marshy wetland 

to either side, woodland. 
 
Water, marshland and 

woodland 
 

No invasive species noted 

 Wild habitat  

 Shelduck/ Kingfisher/ 
Herons/Little 
Egrets/Divers/Wigeon/

waders/swans in 
summer 

 Grey Mullet/Plaice/ 
Bream/Oysters/ 

Scallops/Mussels/ 
Cockles  

 Protected breeding 

area for bass  
 Percuil estuary/Fal 

SSSI’s monitored by 
Environment Agency 

 Problems with blanket 

weed dependent on 
rainfall and time of 

year 
 Flocks of Canada 

Geese in winter 

months 

Copse, scrub, tight bushes, 

gorse, bramble, bracken, 
blackthorn, bounded by 
hedgerow along cliff top. 

 
No invasive species evident 

Data source CWT Wildlife notes, and local 

knowledge 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 - Biodiversity 

and Geodiversity) 

    



Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Land cover 

and Land Use 

Arable rotating with grass. 

 
Footpath network. 
 

Static caravans and chalets 
for holiday purposes at 

Trewince. 
 
Grassland, farmland. 

Pasture; improved grassland 

in the main. 
 
Farmland, grassland 

Pasture on higher slopes 

(very steep in places) for 
cattle and sheep. 
 

Grassland mostly on higher 
slopes, woodland mostly on 

lower slopes, extending well 
up valley sides in places, give 
a patchwork effect. 

The land is not used and is 

largely unmanaged apart 
from the manmade pond 
near to Treworlas which 

attracts water birds and other 
species.  

 
The Trethem stream itself is 
not vegetated. The adjacent 

muddy banks and marshy 
areas support wetland plants 

and tough grasses. The valley 
bottom is largely wooded 
with willow the predominant 

species and an understorey 
of shrubs, ferns, nettles, and 

wild flowers 

 Traditional/small scale 

collection of shellfish 
for personal use 

 Recreational uses/ 

kayaking on upper 
reaches/yachts in 

deeper reaches/ 
dinghies/ sail boats 

 Tourism/Walking   

 Percuil boat yard at 
Percuil  

 Mudflats and 
sand/shingle exposed 
at low tide 

 Estuary fringed by 
woodland and native 

hedgerows 

South West Coastal Footpath 

along entire southern and 
eastern fringe of the Parish. 
   

Pasture adjacent to cliff. 
 

Some trees, bushes, scrub, 
dense undergrowth. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs, 

local knowledge 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – agricultural 

land  classification) 

    

Field and 
woodland 

pattern 

No woodland in this 
Character Type. 

 
The fields are large. 

 
Managed Cornish hedges of 
local stone, covered with 

blackthorn and ivy. 
 

Sculpted hedgerows, no 
trees. 
Buffer of blackthorn, gorse 

and brambles   
 

Not fenced. 

Limited woodland but some 
associated with hedgerows.  

Mature trees: oak and ash, 
not visually dominant but 

increasing on lower slopes. 
 
Generally medium field size, 

with some large 
 

Principal boundaries, 
(adjacent to roads) Cornish 
hedges.  Other internal field 

boundaries often just 
vegetation, sometimes on low 

banks. 
 
Some large trees including 

remnant surviving elms in 
small groups. 

No fencing.  All field 
boundary hedges well 
managed. 

Woodland from the valley 
bottoms extending right up 

valley sides in places. 
 

Native trees but not ancient. 
 
Medium and some small 

fields. 
 

Unmanaged hedgerows.  No 
stone visible, probably just 
vegetation. 

 
A few trees present in hedges 

forming field boundaries. 
No buffers. 
Hedge not fenced. 

The valley bottom is almost 
entirely wooded, largely 

deciduous, self-seeded and 
unmanaged. 

 
There are of fields of varying 
sizes which extend to the 

valley bottom from the hills 
above. 

 
Mixed hedgerows in the 
adjacent agricultural land. 

 
Mixed shrubs and trees  

 
Where pasture extends to the 
valley bottom post and wire 

fencing is used to ensure that 
livestock is contained.   

 The estuaries are 
found in steep sided 

Ria 
 Fringed by native 

woodland/fields/ 
hedges 

 Bounded by steep 

sloping native 
woodland or wide 

unmanaged 
scrub/hedges 

 Some mature pines at 

water’s edge at Percuil 
and Pelynt. 

Some woodland up steep 
sides of cliff. 

 
Native trees. Also some 

planted Monterey pines, 
possibly from a previous 
garden. 

 
Blackthorn, gorse, and 

bramble are managed to 
preserve the coastal 
footpath. 

 
Hedges are sculpted by 

exposure in many places.   
Absence of trees in hedges. 
Buffer of vegetation.  

Undergrowth of nettles, ivy, 
wild flowers. 

Hedges largely unfenced 
except for recent fencing 
around Curgurrell Farm. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs, 

CWT Wildlife notes, and visit 

the area to confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Trees and 

Woodland) 

    



Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Settlement 

pattern  
 

Some isolated farms/farm 

buildings and houses 
 
Part of holiday chalet 

complex at Trewince Manor, 
and seasonal Trewince Farm 

touring park 
 

Most of the settlements and 

properties are within this 
Character Type, including 
Gerrans and Portscatho. 

 
Larger houses Rosteague and 

Trewince. 
 
Wooden chalets/holiday 

accommodation at Trewince  
 

Seasonal Caravan Club 
caravan site at Merrose Farm 
and year round camping and 

caravanning (some static 
caravans) at Treloan Farm 

(Gerrans) 
 
Some single farms and 

isolated cottages. 
 

Rosteague and Trewince have 
more tree cover nearby. 

 
Older buildings are traditional 
stone, slate, cob. 

No settlements within this 

Character Type.  Some visible 
beyond at Bohortha and 
Trewince. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

There is no development in 

the valley bottom 
 

- Percuil boat yard at 

Percuil. 
- Several houses on 

water’s edge at Percuil 

together with the 
boatyard form a small 

unobtrusive 
“settlement” 

- A number of  “isolated 

holiday homes” along 
the Percuil creek side  

- Holiday 
accommodation at 
Place - Place House 

and cottages at Cellars 
Beach. 

- House and holiday 
accommodation at 
Froe. 

 

No buildings apart from 

coastguard look out at 
Pednvadn and summerhouse 
belonging to Driftwood Hotel.  

These two buildings are of 
insignificant relatively recent 

construction 
The Lookout is made of 
breeze blocks. 

The summerhouse is partly 
timbered and well screened. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs, 

Historic Environment 

information, and visit the area 

to confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Principle 

Settlements) 

    



Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Transport 

pattern 

The main A class road runs 

along the ridge for 
significant stretches in the 
north of the Parish as does 

the minor road to Gerrans. 
 

Footpaths in good condition.  
Muddy and waterlogged.   
Regularly used. 

 
Good signage. 

 
Stiles and gates on the 
footpaths are a mix of stone 

and wood, generally in good 
condition. 

Minor roads, narrow and 

winding with passing places, 
no verges, steepening 
sharply at change of 

Character Type. 
 

This Character Type has 
several footpath links.  The 
footpaths are well used and 

generally clear and well 
maintained.  The stiles are a 

mix of stone (some are 
awkward constructions) and 
wood, generally well 

maintained. 
 

National Trust car park at St 
Anthony Head 

One small section of minor 

road near Froe and a stretch 
of the A class road as it drops 
down to the head of the 

Trethem Creek  
 

A few, well used and 
maintained footpaths. 

The minor road from 

Treworthal to Treluggan 
crosses the stream in the 
east. This is a single track 

road with passing places, 
straight sections and sharp 

bends following old field 
patterns. The valley bottom 
section is flat and has small 

grass verges to either side of 
the road. There is no 

pavement or street lighting. 
South of Trelissa an 
unmetalled track crosses the 

stream by way of a ford and 
foot bridge. This track is well 

used by horse riders. There is 
no signage and the track is 
not well maintained. It has 

suffered severe water 
damage in the winter storms.  

 A small road leads 

down to Percuil serving 
the boatyard and 
adjacent car park. The 

road is a rural lane 
bordered by trees and 

hedgerow. 
 The minor road to St 

Anthony skirts Froe 

Creek. Bordered by 
hedgerow and trees, 

becomes busy in 
summer. 

 A lane leads down to 

Place House and the 
quay at Place. Busy in 

summer as provides 
access to Place Ferry. 

 The creek sides are 

accessible by well used 
and well maintained 

footpaths. Stiles and 
signage generally in 

good condition. 
 The remains of the mill 

causeway at Polingey 

form  “stepping 
stones” to ford the 

creek 
 National Trust car 

parking at Froe 

No roads on the cliffs 

 
South West Coastal Footpath 
well used and in good 

condition apart from recent 
storm damage. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs 

local knowledge and visit the 

area to confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Access and 

Rights of Way) 

    



Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Historic 

Features 
 

Monterey pines. 

Very open landscape. 
Distant views in all 
directions. 

 
Dingerein Castle adjacent to 

A class road near Rosevine 

Rosteague House and its 

surrounding woodland are the 
main historic features, 
similarly Trewince House,  

Elms in the hedgerows, 
although very restricted in 

extent, are significant, given 
their widespread destruction 
resulting from Dutch elm 

disease. 
 

‘Visual frames’ are significant 
‘Enclosed frames’ provided by 
eg. tree tunnels and ‘open 

frames’ provided by 
surrounding uplands, sea, 

headlands and coastline.  

Solifluction terracettes due to 

steepness of grazed land. 
 
Gun Battery at St Anthony’s 

Head and Paraffin Store 
nearby 

The ford near Trelissa is an 

historic crossing point. 

 Tidal Mills (disused)  at 

Trethem, Froe and 
remains at Polingey  

 Sanding 

road/access/slipways 
(used for collecting 

sand for farmland) 
 A number of quays- 

Percuil, Place and 

others serving 
individual properties 

along the water’s edge. 
 Old ferry crossing at 

Percuil boat yard 

 The creek side at  
Place forms a 

distinctive setting for 
the historic Place 
House and grounds 

plus the ancient but 
well maintained  St 

Anthony’s Church 

Iron age burial mound visible 

as a significant landmark on 
coast path near Curgurrel 
Farm, particularly looking 

east to west.  Monumental 
given scale of surroundings 

and prominent site, on 
promontory above the sea. 
 

 

Data source Use local knowledge, Historic 

Environment information; 

aerial photographs and visit 

the area to confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Heritage 

Designations and Historic 

Landscape Character Types) 

 

    

Condition 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Well managed by local 
farmers and in places by the 
National Trust 

 
 

 
Farmed sympathetically. 

Well managed farmland. 
 
Woodland could be better 

managed. 
 

 
 
 

Woodland requires 
management. 
Hedges well managed. 

 
 

 
Well managed. 
 

The valley bottom is a natural 
unmanaged landscape and 
should remain so. 

 
 

The valley bottom is not 
managed. 

 Many protected by 
SSSI- Environment 
Agency 

 Much of the Fal / 
Percuil are Inshore 

Special Areas of 
Conservation with 
marine components  

 Protected by 
Environment Agency 

 Problems with nutrient 
runoff  

 Some problems with 

tidal borne litter 
especially at Pelynt. 

 Some abandoned 
boats. 

Coastal erosion, numerous 
landslips and disturbed 
vegetation, particularly as a 

result of recent storms. 
 

Natural progression of coastal 
erosion essential to landscape 
character.  This does not 

affect wildlife habitats. 

Data source Use local knowledge and visit 

the area to confirm details 

     



Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Aesthetic and 

sensory 

Calm, undisturbed.  Sound 

of birdsong. 
Chain saw audible. 
 

Windswept, uncluttered, 
open. 

 
Bleaker and more exposed 
in winter. 

Predominant wind direction 
south westerly. 

 
Considerable light volumes 
from Falmouth. 

Peaceful with occasional 

vehicle noise. 
Audible birdsong.  Wind in 
trees. 

 
Open with long views but 

some sheltered internal 
features. 
 

Balance of green/brown tones 
will change, eg. leaf fall from 

deciduous species. 
 
Predominant wind direction 

south westerly. 
 

Virtually no light pollution. 

Sound of birdsong and wind.  

Some traffic on road. 
 
Peaceful and intimate 

especially in woodland at 
valley bottom. 

 
Sheltered and enclosed at 
bottom.  Exposed on higher 

slopes. 
 

Deciduous trees and 
hedgerow cover provide 
seasonal variation in colour 

and mood. 
 

Predominant wind direction 
south westerly. 
 

No light pollution. 

It is very quiet at Trelissa 

with only the sound of sheep 
and cattle in the adjacent 
fields and birds in the trees. 

There is minimal traffic noise 
on the Treluggan lane and 

some “domestic” noise from 
nearby Treworthal (outside 
the Parish). 

The valley bottom is 
sheltered by the trees 

growing along it. 
During the winter months the 
valley bottom becomes 

saturated and the flow of 
water is swifter and audible. 

During dry summer months 
the stream can become just a 
trickle. During the winter the 

trees lose their leaves and 
almost nothing grows below. 

During spring the valley 
bottom becomes a riot of 

green both in the trees and in 
the undergrowth with flowers 
of varied colours. 

 Unspoilt, tranquil, 

much bird song and 
sound of water lapping 
on shore /boats. 

 Due to speed controls 
on water no noise 

problems although 
waterways are still 
widely in use (over 550 

moorings) 
 In the winter there is 

minimal boat activity 
due to weather/short 
days/light conditions 

 Footpaths are used all 
year. 

 Spring/summer 
increase in boats 
moored on estuary and 

increase in recreational 
kayaking due to 

tourism 

Lapping of the sea. Birdsong.   

A few people on coast path. 
 
Exposed to open sea.  

Uncluttered. 
Shaped by the effects of the 

sea and the weather. 
 
Undergrowth increasingly 

luxuriant as summer 
progresses.  Bare hedgerows 

in winter.  Lacy canopy of 
blackthorn flowers in spring.  
 

Predominant wind direction 
south westerly 

 
Very little light pollution apart 
from in the vicinity of 

Portscatho, but even there it 
is minimal.  Significant 

distant glow of Falmouth 
from St Anthony Head. 

Data source Use local knowledge and visit 

the area to confirm details 
     

Distinctive 

features  

Power lines. Telecoms mast. 

Goonhilly satellite dishes 
and wind turbines visible on 

skyline. 
Pendennis and St Mawes 
Castles. 

St Mawes water tower. 
 

Unimpeded landscape gives 
breadth of scale whilst 
retaining domestic, 

welcoming atmosphere. 
 

 

Rosteague and Trewince. 

Pines and woodland add 
distinctive character as do 

remnant elms. 
Low voltage electricity lines 
evident.  Otherwise little of a 

man-made nature intrudes. 
Tree tunnels and footpaths 

sheltered by tall hedgerows. 
Mostly wooden gateposts, a 
few of granite. 

 
Scale and setting: domestic 

agricultural rather than wild. 

Low voltage power lines well 

hidden. 
 

Lack of intrusive features 
except for chalets at 
Trewince. 

 
At top of slope vistas appear 

through gateways and 
through trees at points along 
paths. 

 
Bird hide above the 

lighthouse at St Anthony 
Head 

The foot bridge south of 

Trelissa. 

 The creek side at Place 

forms a distinctive 
setting for the historic 

Place House and 
grounds plus the 
ancient but well 

maintained St 
Anthony’s Church. 

 At Froe the house and 
quay (fish trap/former 
mill pond) form a 

distinctive feature in a 
very attractive setting.  

Pines planted in Driftwood 

Hotel grounds. 
Deciduous trees. 

No power lines or telecoms 
cables. 
Granite/wooden stiles. 

 
Open, immediate, mix of 

dramatic and gentle scale. 
 
The lighthouse at St Anthony 

Head  

Data source Use local knowledge, Historic 

Environment information 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Heritage 

Designations and 

Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity) 

    



Character 
Attribute  

Elevated Upland/ 
Plateau/Exposed 
Land 

Intermediate 
Sloping Land 

Steep Sided Valley  Valley Bottom 
(Gerrans and 
Philleigh) 

Tidal Estuaries and 
Creeks 

Cliffs 

Views Long, broad ridge provides 

extensive views, with sea on 
three sides. 

Views of sea and distant 

headland extend towards the 
South and East in many 
locations.  Open countryside 

provides many vantage 
points for panoramic views 

and sense of landscape laid 
out like a map. 
 

Through gateways. 

 
Combination of landform and 
vegetation. 

Large parts of the valley 

bottom are completely 
inaccessible due to lack of 
public rights of way, wetness 

and undergrowth which is left 
unchecked and views are 

therefore extremely limited. 

 There are long views 

across open water 
from many points on 
the footpaths around 

the creek sides. 
 The ridge above Percuil 

provides an excellent 
vantage point. 

 The quay at Place 

provides a long view 
across the Percuil to St 

Mawes. 

Many vantage points along 

the coast path give 
opportunity to take in distant 
views of sea, cliffs and 

constantly changing light and 
wind patterns, framed by 

rock formations and 
vegetation. 

Data source OS Map; Use local knowledge      

Key 
characteristics 

 

Clarity of landscape laid out 
like a map in all directions, 
particularly Carrick Roads. 

 
Openness and tranquillity 

contrasted with large 
settlements in the distance. 

Gentle rolling land forms.  
Long views to headland and 
sea. 

Woodland around Rosteague. 

Steepness of slope but with a 
human scale. 

The number of trees and the 
presence of water 

 Long views across 
open water. 

 Woodland down to the 

water’s edge. 
 Tidal mudflats of 

estuaries (important 
for bird life) 

The sea and cliffs.   
The clarity of the colours: 
green, blue, grey, white but 

very little brown. 
The relationship between the 

sea and the land. 

Relationship to 
the adjacent 
assessment 

area(s) 

The high upland areas abut 
all other Character Types 
apart from valley bottom 

and tidal estuaries and 
creeks.   

Transitions are quite sharp 
and defined. 

This Character Type generally 
sits between the elevated 
plateau and the steep sided 

valleys forming a natural 
rather than stark transition  

The transition between this 
Character Type and all others 
is a pronounced part of the 

experience within this 
Character Type.  

Ridgelines in view and 
descents into steep-sided 

valleys.  Elsewhere within 
Character Type cliff and 
coastline borders provide a 

striking feature. 
Steep slopes rise up suddenly 

to ridge line and the drama of 
the open sky. 
 

At the head of the Trethem 
valley, furthest east, the 
valley bottom is wide and wet 

with the land gently sloping 
upwards away from the 

stream. Only a few miles 
further west where the 

stream is much more defined 
and swifter flowing the valley 
bottom is narrower with 

much steeper sides. 

 Estuaries are met by 
steep sided hillsides.  

 In many places the 

woodland comes down 
to the water’s edge. 

 Small /medium fields 
and native hedgerows 

border the creek sides  

Abrupt transition from top of 
cliff to hedge to pasture, 
apart from softer area of 

woodland below Driftwood 
Hotel. 

 


