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Introduction
The Equality Act 2010 (the Act) places a duty on all public authorities in the exercise of their functions to have regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, to advance equality of opportunity, and to foster good relations between persons who have a “protected characteristic” and those who do not.

Equality Impact Assessment

Equality Impact Assessment (EqIA) is the systematic analysis of a policy or policies, in order to identify the potential for an adverse impact on a particular group or community, in particularly those with a protected characteristic. It is a method of assessing and recording the likely differential and/or adverse impact of a

policy on people from different groups so that if a policy results in unfairness or discrimination then changes to eliminate or lessen the impact be considered.

'Protected characteristics' are defined in the Act as age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation.
This document presents the results of the assessment of the Roseland Neighbourhood Development Plan to ensure that the cluster of Roseland Parish Councils is satisfying its statutory duties in this regard.
Aims of the Equality Analysis

The purpose of the analysis is to increase participation and inclusion, to change the culture of public decision making and to nurture a more proactive approach to the promotion of equality and fairness at the heart of public policy. The aim in conducting the analysis is the promotion of fairness and equality of opportunity and

thus it is the outcomes that are of primary concern. The sections below consider the goals and objectives of the Neighbourhood Plan and then assess the impact of Policies on groups with protected characteristics.
Methodology

An assessment has been made on whether The Roseland Plan has a positive, negative or neutral impact on each of the protected characteristics (in so far as data is available). A brief exposition of the Policies and notes on any mitigation has been provided. If the impact is negative, this has been given a high, medium or low assessment. The impact of the Policies has been based on the current situation (i.e. disregarding any actions planned to be carried out in future).

· High impact - a significant potential impact, risk of exposure, history of complaints, no mitigating measures in place etc.

· Medium impact - some potential impact exists, some mitigating measures are in place, poor evidence.

· Low impact - almost no relevancy to the process, e.g. an area that is very much legislation-led.

Baseline Data
Data for the Roseland Parishes are available for the following protected characteristics: age, disability, ethnicity, religious belief, and sex. Data is not readily available for the following protected characteristics: gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, and sexual orientation. Unless stated otherwise, the data source is the 2011 Census.
	
	Roseland
	England
	Comments

	Population

% Male

% Female
	3 215

47.9

52.1
	53 012 456

49.2

50.8
	The population of the Roseland has a slightly higher % of women than men than is found in the general population. This is probably connected to the age profile of the area.

	Age

% 0-4

% 5-15

% 16-74

% 74+
	  3.4

10.5

69.5

16.6
	  4.4

14.5
72.7

  8.4
	The Roseland has less younger people than England as a whole and more older people. 
3.4% of the population are less than 5 years old, compared with and England average of 4.4%, suggesting that the proportion of people with young families is smaller than nationally, and that pregnancy and maternity rates are also lower than the national average.  

	% Lone Parent Households 
	  1.4
	  2.9
	The lower % of lone parent households on the Roseland (than the England average) is probably related to the age profile of the area.

	Disability

% with mobility restricted a lot

% with mobility restricted a little

% mobility not limited
	  8.4

12.0

79.6
	  8.3

  9.3

82.4
	Probably related to the age profile, the population of the Roseland has slightly more mobility issues than the general population.

	Ethnicity

% British White

% Other White

% Non White
	95.5

  3.1

  1.4
	79.8

  5.7

14.5
	The Roseland has a very low non white population. 

	Religion

% Christian

% Other Religions

% No religion

% Religion Not Stated 
	65.6

  1.1

24.6

  8.7
	59.4

  8.7

24.7

  7.2
	The Roseland has a low % of people professing non-Christian religions. 


Gender reassignment and sexual orientation are generally invisible characteristics for which little reliable data exists at local level.

Assessment - 1- Landscape Policies, ie LA1, LA2, LA3, LA4, LA5

	Objective: To define and conserve the valued characteristics of the Roseland’s special landscape, coastline and heritage from inappropriate development, since these characteristics are the basis of the area’s economy and future. 


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	
	X
	
	
	
	There are no concerns that the Landscape Policies will have a detrimental impact with regards to the protected characteristics. 
	

	Disability


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment - 2- Village Character Policies, ie CV1, CV2, CV3, CV4, CV5


	Objective: To define and sustain the distinctive character of each of the Roseland’s villages and hamlets. 


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	
	X
	
	
	
	Protection of the character of  the Roseland's villages and hamlets is not anticipated to have a detrimental impact with regard to protected characteristics.


	

	Disability


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment - 3- Services / Facilities Policies, ie SF1, SF2, SF3, SF4


	Objective: To sustain and enhance essential local services, facilities and infrastructure whilst ensuring that the distinctive character of the landscape, coastline, villages and hamlets is not eroded. 


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	X
	
	
	
	
	There are no concerns that these policies will have a detrimental impact with regards to the protected characteristics.
Retaining and protecting services will benefit the whole community.

In practice:

Policy SF2 (Sustainable Transport)

should benefit the young and old who are less likely to own a car or be able to drive
and

Policy SF4 (Open Spaces)

should benefit the young by conserving spaces used for sports and recreation.    
	

	Disability


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment - 4- General Principle and Design Policies, ie GP1, GP2. GP3


	Objective: To define general principles / policies which apply for all forms of development, including residential, commercial and  carbon reduction / energy efficiency / energy production developments. 


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	
	X
	
	
	
	These general principles of design have been assessed as having no detrimental impact on the protected characteristics.


	

	Disability


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment - 5- Housing  Policies, ie HO1, HO2, HO3, HO4, HO5, HO6, HO7, HO8, HO9
	Objectives: To support the provision of a mix of affordable housing which meets a proven local (Roseland) need and which is of a scale and design that 
integrates with existing villages and hamlets. To support measures to increase the proportion of housing occupied by full time residents. To provide guidelines for applicants wishing to replace an existing dwelling or build an extension for any purpose. 


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	X
	
	
	
	
	There are no concerns that these proposals could have a detrimental impact with regard to the protected characteristics.

The proposals should have a positive impact on meeting local housing needs which, in itself will make a positive contribution in terms of young and old.
In addition, the support for 'lifetime housing' principles (page 23 of The Roseland Plan) should make an indirect positive contribution to those with mobility / disability issues.
	

	Disability


	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment - 6 - Commercial Development Policies, ie CD1, CD2, CD3
	Objective: To support commercial opportunities which are of a scale and design that respect the distinctive character, sensitivity and capacity of the landscape and coastline. 


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	
	X
	
	
	
	These policies raise no concerns that they will have any detrimental impact on the protected characteristics.

  
	

	Disability


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


Assessment - 7- Carbon Reduction / Energy Policies, ie CR1, CR2, CR3, CR4, CR5
	Objective: To support appropriate carbon reduction technologies that are of a scale and design that do not erode the character of the landscape, the coastline, villages and hamlets.


	Protected Characteristic
	Assessed Impact
	Comments
	Mitigation

	
	Positive
	Neutral
	Negative

- low
	Negative

- medium
	Negative

- high
	
	

	Age


	
	X
	
	
	
	There is no anticipated detrimental impact on the protected characteristics.

 
	

	Disability


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Marriage and 

Civil Partnership


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Gender Reassignment


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Pregnancy and Maternity


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Race


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Religion or Belief


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex


	
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	Sexual Orientation

	
	X
	
	
	
	
	


SUMMARY


An assessment has been made on whether The Roseland Plan has a positive, negative or neutral impact on each of the protected characteristics (defined in the Equality Act 2010 as age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, ethnicity, religion or belief, sex, and sexual orientation).





The Roseland NDP provides a strategy for the development of the Plan area, and a range of policies, which will result in positive benefits for parts of the local community with protected characteristics, ie older people and young people, and disabled people and those with limited mobility. 





The NDP does not explicitly address the needs of racial or religious groups, or transgender, gay or lesbian groups, or women. The NDP does make equal provision for Affordable Housing and seeks to retain service and leisure facilities that will benefit these groups equally.  
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