Minutes of Meeting of Roseland Plan Ecology Group

at Ruan Reading Room at 7 pm on 22nd July 2015
Present:
John Adams


JA

MT - Vice Chair
Nick Coppin

NC

Stuart Croft


SC

Julian German

JG

Cornwall Councillor

David Hall


DH

SG Member
Carol Hughes

CH

Sue Pring


SP

Sarah Vandome

SV

Sue Wagstaff

SW  

MT – Secretary
1. Welcome and introductions – DH welcomed the attendees and asked each to introduce themselves including their background, experience and interests
2. Apologies – Received from Natasha Collings-Costello (Cornwall Council Ecologist), Ralph German, David Hargreaves, Colin Hastings, Graham Webb and Phil White (National Trust)
3. Aims and objectives – DH had circulated a 2 page document (copy attached) with his initial thoughts and with slight adjustment the following were agreed:
· To ensure the Roseland Plan’s policies on habitat management, restoration and development are enacted

· To strengthen existing provision for the conservation and enhancement of the landscape, seascape and biodiversity

· To seek opportunities for the enhancement of the environment
4. Group activities – DH had listed 5 possible activities on his circulated 2 page document which were discussed. 
a) It was agreed that the first 2 activities were ‘baselining’- 

· Need to establish what other initiatives/projects were already active in the area and consider whether the group could ‘piggy back’ on any of them. JA suggested talking to Natasha Collings-Costello as she has many useful contacts.
· It was suggested that rather than trying to collect all relevant existing information on the area it was better to decide on the projects first then look at specific areas of information.
· NC suggested contacting other local groups with similar interests

· SC advised he has access to information on landowners and farmers collected during the Cirl bunting project

· DH suggested using local media to discover local ‘experts’

· DH circulated a wildlife designation map supplied by Cornwall Wildlife Trust. SV and SC felt this needed updating and said they had access to more recent information
It was agreed that a small team should be formed to investigate the above - Colin Hastings and David Hargreaves have offered to assist with collating information; Graham Webb has offered to carry out a survey of natural habitats based upon existing land use surveys generated by photo analysis; Carol Hughes offered to maintain a database – JA suggested these 4 with advice from NC could start this process.
b) It was agreed that the second 2 activities were about planning but hinged on positive communication. The various methods that could be employed to engage with the community were discussed –
· JA offered assistance with a website – a section could be added to the existing Roseland Plan site but he felt it might be more appropriate to have a dedicated (linked) site. However, it must first be decided what the site is to be used for – just storage of data and provision of information, or more interactive – will effect product and cost.
· NC felt needed to communicate with wider community using all means available
· SC felt should be educational – all ages – and have links with local schools. JG suggested setting specific projects and SP suggested linking to Spring Watch.

· JG suggested engaging with local groups e.g. walking groups, WI
5. Priorities and actions  - during the meeting many ideas were suggested –
· ‘Homes for nature’ – advertise the facts (and costs) of boxes for barn owls, house martins, hedgehogs and encourage installation. (Note: Barn Owl Trust provides advice)
· Create walks/nature trails with nature notes and/or update existing local walk guides to include such notes
· JG suggested provide walk details on interactive website so people can upload their sightings etc.
· CH suggested negotiating with local church wardens to establish ‘wild’ areas in church yards
· Wild flower areas – Natasha Collings-Costello is passionate about these and has already offered to provide guidance on set up and management
· Hold events/talks every (say) 2 months with guest speakers
· DH suggested sharing information with other parties e.g. parish councils

· Seek commercial benefits for Roseland from ecological work – encourage tourism and possibly obtain sponsorship

· SP feels there is a need to involve, educate and learn from the farming community. JA suggested must be aware of agricultural systems, legislation, and grants which are changing. NC advised there is an existing South West Water project and DH advised of a Cornwall Wildlife Trust project with farmers
· Encourage the community to get involved e.g. headline ‘Where have all the hedgehogs gone?’ should result in details of their whereabouts.

JG suggested should start with a ‘simple’, high profile campaign to promote and encourage local community involvement
6. AOB – 
JG enquired whether geology formed any part of this project and all agreed that this was the basis of the Roseland, so ‘yes’
The date of the next meeting was discussed and it was agreed September was preferable. JA suggested it might be helpful if the teams collating details of existing initiatives/projects on the Roseland and those looking at means of communication could hold their initial meetings prior to this and report back at the next meeting.
Meeting closed at 9pm
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Membership   (provisional)

Management Team.             Group Members.

Associates
J. Smith 



Vanessa Backus


Julian German 

J. Adams



Nick Coppin


Natasha Collins-Costello

S. Wagstaff



Stuart Croft



Cheryl Marriot






Ralph German






David Hall






David Hargreaves






Colin Hastings

         Carol Hughes






Sue Pring






Jim Taylor






Sarah Vandome






Graham Webb






Phil White

Purpose.

To ensure the Roseland Plan’s policies on habitat management, restoration and development are enacted. (RDP section LA5).

To strengthen existing provision for the conservation and enhancement of the landscape and sea-scape.

To seek opportunities for the enhancement of the environment.

Reporting

The group will report to the Steering Group on a regular basis.

Group Activities.
1. Examine from known data, records of protected habitats, wildlife corridors and undesignated semi-natural habitat. Check and update these.

2. Examine relevant records of natural history information from the surveys of organisations who are stakeholders on the Roseland e.g.  CCC, CWT, ERCCIS, AONB, RSPB, BTO, NT, EH, EN. Contact other local organisations, farm and estate owners and individuals with specialist interests. Collate an over-arching database of the findings to act as a benchmark.
3. Inform Parish Council and landowner decisions regarding development proposals which would compromise locally important habitats or affect the integrity of wildlife corridors.

4. Encourage Parish Councils and landowners to promote the retention, restoration, re-creation or enhancement of semi-natural habitats or habitat linkages.
5. Develop a time-line for projects which would engage the wider community, businesses and schools.
E.g.   Barn Owl and bat boxes in disused buildings, wild flower areas in each parish, woodland management strategies, and footpath/nature trail creation.
Assessments and Advice.

1.       Create a resource bank of “advisers” with the expertise to assist in achieving the aims.

2.       Critically examine progress, review and amend accordingly. 

         Make such assessments available to interested parties

Bi-annual report.

Produce a summary to inform the bi-annual review of the Roseland Plan

