Minutes of Meeting of Roseland Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Management Team

in Lemon Street, Truro at 11.15am on 10th August 2015
Present: Jon Smith, John Adams and Sue Wagstaff (MT)

Sarah Newton (MP)

Peter Teague (St Just in Roseland parish councillor)

The meeting was held in Sarah Newton’s offices at the request of the MT and St Just in Roseland parish council to discuss the recent appeal hearing in respect of land east of the Bowling Green, St Just in Roseland. 

SN opened the meeting by explaining that she had already held a meeting with Julian German (JG) and written to the planning officer and the Secretary of State regarding the appeal. She understood that the inspector’s report is being written at present and a decision should be made in September. She expressed her support of the RNDP.

JA explained that he had attended the appeal on behalf of the RNDP and gave a resume of what had occurred during the hearing. The main points discussed with SN were:

1. Representation – JA expressed concern that the appellants could afford to have 6 representatives whilst Cornwall Council sent one. SN agreed that the council are under assault from developers and are struggling to defend their position without an adopted Local Plan. However it was agreed that contrary to the appellant’s claims the RNDP already carried considerable weight. 
Action – SN suggested that JG should write to apologise for his absence from the appeal hearing and to explain the weight of the RNDP

2. Housing numbers – JA confirmed the message from the council given at the appeal, and apparently in all discussions with developers, regarding the number of houses needed in the area, despite Nick Marsden having submitted a statement to the inspector giving a more realistic breakdown in the figures. A discussion followed regarding the housing need, sustainability and the RNDP progress with forming a CLT to deliver for local people. SN was supportive of this project and confirmed that she had in the past challenged the numbers in the register. All are aware the numbers will change after the Local Plan is adopted.
Action – SN suggested JG include in his correspondence clarification of the housing numbers

3. Local concerns – JA advised that the concerns of the residents of Trethewell were not addressed at the hearing. They already suffer flooding and sewage problems and fear this would be exacerbated should the development proceed. In this context JA mentioned the strong input from Natural England during the consultation period regarding any building in the Roseland.
Action – SN advised that she had close links with South West Water and Natural England and suggested that the residents of Trethewell should contact her and she would liaise with the relevant parties to try and resolve the existing problems.

4. Public highway access – PT and JA explained the poor handling of the part of the application concerning vehicular and pedestrian access to the A3078 which did not allow either the parish council or local residents to comment.

Action – SN stressed that JG should include an explanation of this in his correspondence
A general discussion ensued regarding affordable housing and SN explained the actions she had already taken:

· Spoken to the Prime Minister regarding the prohibitive price of land in Cornwall for such projects

· Encouraged Cornwall Council to invoke their power to exempt social housing from the ‘right to buy’ scheme where impossible to replace with ‘like for like;’ (Will also apply to forthcoming ‘right to buy’ scheme for housing association properties)

· Encouraged Cornwall Council to support Article 4 directions (to reduce second homes and increase full time residency) although aware the council are in general not supportive.
It was agreed that JG should be provided with a list of the subjects from this meeting that he should cover in his correspondence with the inspector and also asked to expand on the points he had previously raised. This should be sent today or tomorrow, with a copy to SN, who will then submit her own response to the inspector and will also talk to the Secretary of State.
Meeting closed at 12.30pm
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