Minutes of Meeting of Roseland Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Management Team

In County Hall, Truro at 3.30pm on 14th March 2016
Present: 
Management Team - 
Jon Smith, John Adams and Sue Wagstaff 
Cornwall Council - 
Edwina Hannaford - Portfolio Holder for Planning and Environment Strategy
· Terry Grove-White – Planning Strategy Manager
· Nigel Doyle - Planning and Enterprise Manager
· Rob Lacey – Principal Development Officer
· Julian German – Cornwall Councillor - Roseland
Purpose: To discuss the implications of the Inspector’s report on the appeal on the proposed development at the Bowling Green, St Just in Roseland
JS explained the actions of the RNDP Steering Group so far – letter sent to the Secretary of State regarding the appeal decision on the Bowling Green site which included a copy of their letter to the Inspector for the appeal on Trecarrell. The MT have met with Sarah Newton MP and as those present from Cornwall Council were not aware that she had also written to the Secretary of State JS read her letter to them. JS explained that as always the MT had liaised closely with Rob Lacey before submitting both letters a week ago.
JA asked for clarification as to whether RNDP policies will gain weight when the inspector for the Cornwall Local Plan approves the 5-year housing land supply – TGW confirmed that if the inspector is mindful to accept the figures this will be the case but although the process starts in May they do not expect to receive his report until probably July. TGW suggested that in the interim should avoid using the housing supply policies when responding to applications.
JA, JS and JG stressed the importance of policy HO8 especially in areas such as St Mawes and enquired whether weight could be reinstated as it was felt it should not have been included with housing supply policies by the inspector. In the interim TGW suggested should stress character and appearance and ND stated that planning officers would still apply HO8 but suggested stress AONB policies and NPPF 115 and 116, although JA pointed out that the Trecarrell proposal had been deemed acceptable in the AONB.

Following general discussion EH offered to write to the Secretary of State regarding the appeal decision and JS thanked her for demonstrating a unified response.

EH explained that as part of the devolution deal for Cornwall a consultative group had been established to commence a Cultural Distinctiveness Study in partnership with Historic England and JA offered the Roseland as a pilot area. 
Having been present at the appeal hearing JA explained what had happened on the day as regards late submissions and TGW agreed that the lack of precise housing numbers did not help and it was apparent the inspector did not fully understand how an NDP sits within the planning framework. TGW suggested such an explanation should be included in any response to an appeal, and he also confirmed that when the Local Plan is adopted Cornwall Council will issue statements of conformity to all NDPs.
JA explained that the RNDP included adopted sections of the Carrick Design Guide but asked whether those present thought a Roseland Design Guide would help stop development such as Trecarrell and if so, how could it be completed. A general discussion ensured regarding design and paragraphs 59 and 60 of the NPPF and EH suggested the Trecarrell design proposal could be referred to the Design Review Panel.
JA explained the workings of the Planning Assessment Group and enquired whether it should continue during this period. All agreed that it should continue to assess conformity with RNDP policies and submit to the planning officers but should seek to stress landscape policies and refer to area profile documents and the LLCA.

EH summed up actions following the meeting:

1. TGW to draft a letter for EH to send to the Secretary of State regarding the Bowling Green appeal 
2. Suggest to Cornish Distinctiveness Study that involve the RNDP team

3. Refer Trecarrell proposal to Design Review Panel
4. Explanatory note to be added to the website regarding the context of the RNDP within the planning framework

RL confirmed that a briefing note is in the process of being approved and will shortly be issued to all parish councils. RL will then produce a Roseland specific briefing note for the MT to use as they please.

JS agreed that the MT would share with Cornwall Council any responses received following the letters sent regarding the appeals. 

Meeting closed at 4.40pm



S Wagstaff
