Minutes of Meeting of Roseland Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Steering Group

at Gerrans Memorial Hall at 7 pm on 8th March 2016
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Apologies received from: Brian Chenoweth, Ralph German, Julie Johns, David Spreadborough, Graham Webb and Chris Williams
Purpose: The meeting was called by the MT to update the SG regarding the recent appeal decisions on the Bowling Green site and Trecarrell, both in St Just parish, advise the actions taken on their behalf, and provide an opportunity for discussion and questions.
Prior to the meeting the SG members had been provided with copies of the appeal reports together with copies of the minutes of the MT’s meetings with Sarah Newton MP and Rob Lacey. 

JS opened the meeting by welcoming the members of St Just parish council. He then gave a résumé of what had happened so far since the appeal decisions had been published:
a) JS and SW met with James Evans of Cornwall AONB on 15th February to discuss the impact of the decision at the Bowling Green site

b) The MT met with Sarah Newton MP on 17th February who shared the MTs concerns regarding the appeal process and the possible effect of the report on NDPs and agreed to write to the Secretary of State

c) The MT met with Rob Lacey on 24th February who confirmed that Cornwall Council were concerned about the impact on NDPs and that a briefing note was being prepared for distribution to all parish councils. He suggested that the SG should write to the Secretary of State and offered to assist with the letter.

d) A letter has been sent from JS on behalf of the SG to the Secretary of State regarding the appeal report on the Bowling Green site. This highlights concerns over the appeal process, the RNDP being brought into the appeal and then criticised within the report, the possible effect on other NDPs, and the potential for the report to be quoted in subsequent decisions.
e) A letter has been sent by the MT on behalf of the SG to the inspector for the Trecarrell appeal querying the decision and the interpretation of RNDP policies. A copy of the letter was also attached to the letter to the Secretary of State regarding the Bowling Green site and Sarah Newton MP has been made aware of this second appeal decision.
JS then confirmed that the MT and Julian German are to meet Edwina Hannaford and senior members of the planning department on Monday 14th March to ensure they are fully aware of the issues and to establish what action Cornwall Council are taking. He urged all to continue to support the community in protecting the Roseland and confirmed that the SG would be kept advised of any future developments.
JA then spoke of his experience at the appeal hearing for the Bowling Green site and the need to establish how robust Cornwall Council’s stance will be in defending the RNDP. He stressed the importance of policy HO8 – Replacement Dwellings – particularly in St Just parish, and the need to disassociate the policy from the housing supply policies quoted in the appeal report.
JG added that he is in London next week and is trying to arrange a meeting with the Secretary of State. JG fully supports all that has been said and done so far and urged the parish councils to still quote the RNDP policies when challenging planning decisions. It is only the housing policies which are under question at present and this situation will change when the 5-year housing land supply figure is approved by the inspector for the Cornwall Local Plan, hopefully in June. The Local Plan also restricts housing in the AONB so housing numbers should not be relevant.
JH enquired whether the present situation would have any effect on provision of affordable housing? JS, JA and JG responded regarding the Home Choice Register which all agreed is out of date but is in the process of review. This subject will be raised by the MT with Edwina Hannaford on Monday but JG believes the new register should be available in June. JA explained that the problem at the appeal hearing was in establishing the ‘true’ figure so he trusts the new register will present the figures in a less misleading manner.
In view of the importance of the AONB in the decision on the Bowling Green site CH enquired whether the SG are to respond to the Cornwall AONB consultation on their management plan? JA confirmed that he and GP are preparing a response but overall there was nothing contentious within the draft plan.

DHu raised the matter of a Roseland Design Guide, with particular reference to the Trecarrell proposal. JS explained that the RNDP examiner required all reference to the guide to be removed from the plan document but adoption of relevant sections of the Carrick Design Guide increased their weight. Producing a separate Design Guide would entail a lot of work but paragraph 60 of the NPPF states one should not quash innovation. JS added that the Conservation Area Management Plans when completed, will provide additional protection but obviously only for the conservation areas.

PT expressed concern that the report on the Trecarrell appeal makes no mention of the Heritage Coast and BS agreed that the view from the water was very important. The MT agreed to raise this at the meeting on Monday.
Meeting closed at 8.10pm
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