Wild Roseland Group

Minutes of 6th Meeting 17th May 2016 at Ruan Reading Room

Present:
 Alayne Bowditch (AB) Nick Coppin (NC)  Jane Davies(JD) (AONB Development Officer),Keith Fisher (KF) David Hall (DH) Jo Hall (JH) David Hargreaves(DHa) Colin Hastings (CH) Carol Hughes (CHu) Sue Pring (SP) Sarah Vandome (SV) Graham Webb(GW)


Apologies:
Kevin Baker, Lorraine Dillon Julian German, David and Philippa Hamblett, Cheryl Marriot (CWT)
Minutes:
Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted.

Matters Arising:
Finances:

As monies already given are allocated to specific projects, general funds are becoming low. There are regular outgoings such as the hire of the Reading Room for meetings. However, the Roseland Festival Committee has been approached for a donation towards a photographic exhibition and a possible calendar. We should know the outcome soon.CH is going to request a donation from his guests. DH will approach more local businesses and the Esmee Fairbairn trust for support. DH will also remind JG that he had volunteered to pursue an application for a grant from Cory.  It was pointed out that any cheque donation received  should be made payable to the St Just and St Mawes Society who hold a separate account for us  on behalf of the Roseland Plan. 
Insurance: DH will clarify with JA the issue of public liability insurance for Wild Roseland activities.  

Sub Group Reports:
 Communications and Community Engagement:
 CH reported on the progress of the “Comms” sub group highlighting the following :- proposed collaboration with Roseland Online, a  possible development of a Website for WR in the Autumn, the potential of Facebook,( DHa offered to set up a trial page), and producing an appropriate logo for the group.


The group have also been making progress with regard to having a Wild Roseland Gazebo  at local Summer events.eg St Mawes Carnival, 06/08,Tregony heavy Horse Show,14/08, Portscatho Regatta,27/08 and Philleigh Fair.  (Please see CH’s paper circulated at the meeting re. objectives of summer events and the format of presentation .)

Volunteers to prepare and man the gazebo will actively be sought from within the group. Considerable thought has been put into the ideas for attracting people to visit the Gazebo and a wide ranging and fruitful debate took place in the meeting culminating in further dynamic suggestions  e.g..
SP will put wild flower seeds into small envelopes for people to take away with them and KF offered to make nest boxes which could be put on sale.

JD will arrange to borrow display boards for photographs from the AONB

DH and DHa could source bird song CDs. Nest boxes could be sold. etc.
NC, HH, CH & SV were thanked for all the hard work they have put into their sub group so far.
Homes for Wildlife:
Some of the Owl boxes made earlier are in place but DHa said that difficulties had been encountered with identifying and securing appropriate sites.. DH said that house martins were in decline because their nests would not adhere to the materials used in new build houses. 


DHa will look into the purchase of artificial House Martin and Swallow nests  ledges..
 KF offered to make nest boxes for other species for sale in the Gazebo. 
Hedgerow Survey:
DH asked CHu and SP to speak about the Hedgerow Survey workshop run by Gary Lewis from ERCIS and to update the group on their own work so far. They have decided to develop their own method of recording , based on the Hit test but amending and expanding it in order to create baseline information on Roseland hedges. Their survey has started in Ruan Lanihorne and will focus on the construction of the hedges and on the wildlife found there. Desktop research will be used to show information on the age of hedges , hedge loss and  land ownership.

As some volunteers may not be able to identify plants and shrub etc. SP will organise a workshop on plant identification followed by a hedge survey workshop for any new volunteers .JD can arrange for a wildflower expert to help with the workshop.

Information on the hedges will eventually be fed back to ERCcIS


JD emphasised the need to protect habitat as the bee population has declined by 42% in the last 50 years. 19 bee species in Cornwall have been reduced  to 11. According to Einstein, no bees wouldl result in the collapse of the food chain within 4 years!

DH and AB expressed concern about the flailing of hedges and the damage caused. JG and NCC are to set up a meeting with CORMAC  to debate policy in an effort to establish more rigorous guidelines for contractors. DHa said that the real problem was the fact that the work had been sub contracted out to people keen to do the work as quickly as possible. He suggested that it may be possible to negotiate with farmers as the hedge survey is carried out on their land.
 DH drew attention to the revised recommended practice recently published, 28/04/16, on Cornwall Council’s site with regard to hedges and verges.

JD will find out the name of the highways inspector on the Roseland so we can speak with him about our concerns and negotiate a better outcome.


CHu and SP were thanked for all their impressive efforts so far.
Habitat Survey:
GW said that, as wild life corridors were linked to hedgerows, it seems sensible for the group to work with CHu and SP sharing information and methodology. Next Spring volunteers will be needed to survey land and note land usage and changes of use. Incidental information needs to be collated so we have a good picture of what is happening on the Roseland. We need a list of key species and habitats relevant to the Roseland.
Wild Flower Planting:
DH said he had received responses from all Parish councils except Philleigh. All have agreed to have a wild flower area within their parish. DH and JH will contact the Duchy College and other relevant groups at the Royal Cornwall Show for advice on preparation of the ground and the type of seeds which should be sown. GW said a local student wished to be involved as part of Community Service for his Duke of Edinburgh award.
Timing of meetings:
There was no consensus  from the Survey on this except  agreement that there  should be  bi-monthly meetings  at Ruan  , with the additional possibility of evening meetings or specialist talks in some of the intervening months.
AOB:
KF suggested that an evening meeting targeting marine life etc. could be held so that people with specialist knowledge could attend and give us the benefit of their expertise. 
 DH said that a future article from  ERCCIS for the West Briton would feature the ways in which they are working with the Wild Roseland group.
DH sounded out the willingness of individuals to participate in a presentation to the Friends of Pendower AGM and would contact volunteers with regard to that.
Next Meeting
Monday 18th July 10a.m. in Ruan Reading Room.(tbc)

Please note                      Neither DH or JH are available now on the suggested date of 11th July so DH took a unilateral decision to move it to the 18th.
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