
APPENDIX 4.5 - ROSELAND LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT TABLE – ESTUARY AND TIDAL CREEK 
 

CHARACTER TYPE :   Tidal Estuaries and Creeks 

 

     

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Key 
characteristics 

 

The mudflats themselves and the 

heavily wooded areas which come 

down almost to the water’s edge for 

almost the entire stretch of tidal 

creek within the Parish. 

 Long views across open 

water. 

 Woodland down to the 

water’s edge. 

 Tidal mudflats of 

estuaries (important for 

bird life). 

 The effect of the creek 

merging into the river 

below Sett Bridge. 

  The dominance of nature 

as opposed to man. 

  The beauty of the area, 

wild flowers, trees, hedges 

and unscarred views. 

  The calmness, stillness 

and quiet. 

 The upper reaches of 

the Percuil and St Just 

Creek are peaceful, 

quiet, secluded, 

natural areas used 

largely by walkers  

 The lower reaches are 

more open with 

expansive views and 

are busier with boats 

NONE  The mudflats (important for 

bird-life), and the heavily 

wooded areas which come 

down almost to the water’s 

edge in most places along the 

tidal creeks.   

 The dominance of nature 

rather than man. 

 The beauty of the area, 

calmness, stillness and quiet. 

 The extent of tree cover plus 

seasonal colour from flowers 

and hedgerows. 

 

Topography and 
drainage 

A flat tidal river (Fal) and series of 

small creeks form the western and 

northern boundaries of the Parish. 

 

The River Fal which, above the Truro 

River, is in a narrow channel with 

mudflats adjacent at low water and 

where at high water the mudflats are 

covered.   

 Flat 

 Estuary formed in Ria 

Completely flat, a wide tidal 

channel where the rivers Fal 

and Ruan meet, the Ruan 

bounded by saltmarsh 

grasses, the Fal by large 

important mud flats at low 

tide; the whole designated an 

SSSI, also incorporating two 

areas of CWT reserves and a 

bird hide. 

Village pond at head of creek 

managed by local volunteers. 

 Flat 

 Estuary 

 Ria 

 Flat tidal rivers (Fal, Ruan and 

Percuil) and series of small creeks 

form intricate network which is a 

principle feature of the western and 

northern edges of the Roseland. 

The Rivers are in channels of 

varying width from a few metres to 

the width which is the Carrick 

Roads. 

There are mudflats adjacent to the 

frequently tree-covered steep-

sided valleys at low water. At high 

water the mudflats are covered.   

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs   OS Map; aerial photographs   



 

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Biodiversity Semi-natural habitats include the 

mudflats, the river itself and oak 

dominated woodland, mostly 

unmanaged, along the creekside 

down to the water’s edge.  

All of the above provide habitat for 

birds in particular, especially the 

exposed mud flats at low tide. 

 

No invasive species noted. 

 

 Wild habitat  

 Shelduck/ Kingfisher/ 

Herons/ Little 

Egrets/Divers/Widgeon/

waders/swans 

collections in summer,  

 Grey Mullet/Plaice/ 

Bream/Oysters/Scallops

/Mussels/Cockles  

 Protected breeding area 

for bass  

 Percuil estuary/Fal 

SSSI’s monitored by 

Environment Agency 

 Problems with blanket 

weed dependant on 

rainfall and time of year 

 Flocks of Canada geese 

in winter months 

Flood plain habitat for 

important wintering birds eg 

significant flocks of Wigeon, 

Lapwing, Golden Plover and 

Curlew; other passage birds 

including rare Blacktailed 

Godwits, Greenshank, 

Sandpipers, Mergansers; and 

regular Ospreys. 

Otters and Kingfishers breed 

in this inaccessible habitat; 

and Barn Owls are present. 

Numbers of Long-eared Bats 

hunt for insects high above 

the river. 

Some phragmites is present 

but this provides habitat for 

Reed Buntings and Sedge 

Warblers. 

 

 Wild habitat  

 Shelduck/ Kingfisher/ 

Herons/Little 

Egrets/Divers/ 

Widgeon/Waders/ 

Swans in summer 

 Grey Mullet/Plaice/ 

Bream/Oysters/ 

Scallops/Mussels/ 

Cockles  

 Protected breeding 

area for bass  

 Percuil estuary/Fal 

SSSI’s monitored by 

Environment Agency 

 Problems with blanket 

weed dependant on 

rainfall and time of 

year 

 Flocks of Canada 

geese in winter 

months 

 Natural and semi-natural habitats 

include the mudflats, the rivers 

themselves and the oak dominated 

woodlands, mostly unmanaged, 

along the creeksides down to the 

water’s edge. The Fal-Ruan nature 

reserve/Site of Special Scientific 

Interest status reflects the 

importance of the biodiversity 

here. 

 

The intertidal habitat is important 

for wintering birds e.g. significant 

flocks of Canada geese, Wigeon, 

Lapwing, Golden Plover and 

Curlew. Other passage birds 

including rare Blacktailed Godwits, 

Greenshank, Sandpipers, 

Mergansers; and regular Ospreys. 

Shelduck, Herons and little Egrets 

are also present. 

Otters and Kingfishers breed in this 

inaccessible habitat; and Barn Owls 

are present. 

Numbers of Long-eared bats hunt 

for insects high above the river. 

Some phragmites is present but 

this provides habitat for Reed 

Buntings and Sedge Warblers. 

Grey Mullet, Plaice, Bream, 

Oysters, Scallops, Mussels, Cockles 

present and caught / farmed. The  

area is a protected breeding area 

for bass.  

Percuil estuary/Fal SSSI’s 

monitored by environment agency. 

An area of massive and vital 

biodiversity. 

Problems with blanket weed 

dependant on rainfall and time of 

year. 

Data source CWT Wildlife notes, and local 

knowledge 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 - Biodiversity 

and Geodiversity) 

 CWT Wildlife notes, and local 

knowledge 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

- Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity) 

 



 

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Land cover and 

Land Use 

The only real use of the creek is 

recreation.  The Fal River is 

navigable by fairly significant craft to 

the confluence with the Truro River.  

Above that confluence the channel 

becomes navigable by only small 

motorised craft and canoes.  Some 

fishing takes place.  Both banks of 

the river and creek are heavily 

wooded; in the Philleigh area there is 

year round horse riding within the 

woodland down to the creek edges. 

There is no vegetation on the 

mudflats.  The valley sides are 

almost all heavily wooded, both 

within and opposite to the Parish. 

 Traditional/small scale 

collection of shellfish for 

personal use. 

 Recreational uses/ 

kayaking on upper 

reaches/yachts in 

deeper reaches/ 

dinghies/ sail boats. 

 Tourism/Walking   

 Percuil boat yard at 

Percuil  

 Mudflats and 

sand/shingle exposed at 

low tide. 

 Estuary fringed by 

woodland and native 

hedgerows. 

The area provides no human 

land use other than for 

canoeing, leisure fishing, 

walking or relaxing. 

The mudflats grew historically 

as a result of silt washed 

down from china clay and 

mineral mining on the moors 

at the head of the Fal. It is 

believed to be 80’ thick at the 

centre; hence the disused 

chimney and small buildings 

of Trelonk brickworks which 

used the clay in manufacture 

in Victorian times. 

 Traditional/small scale 

collection of shellfish 

for personal use 

(native oysters- 

traditional haul/tow 

dredging) 

 Recreational uses/ 

kayaking on upper 

reaches/yachts in 

deeper reaches/ 

dinghies/ sail boats 

 Tourism/Walking   

 St Just boat yard on St 

Just creek 

 Freshwater boat 

yard/Polvarth boat 

yard on Percuil 

estuary  

 Mudflats in tidal 

estuaries in St 

Just/Turnaware/Percuil 

 The main use of this character area 

is recreation, although some fishing 

and mussel and oyster “farming” 

takes place.  The Fal River is 

navigable by fairly significant craft 

to the confluence with the Truro 

River including ocean-going cargo 

ships which are frequently laid-up 

in King Harry Reach and opposite 

Tolverne. Recreational uses include 

kayaking on upper reaches, yachts 

in deeper reaches and dinghies and 

sail boats throughout. 

Both banks of the river and creek 

are heavily wooded; in the Philleigh 

area there is year round horse 

riding within the woodland and 

down to the creek edges. 

There is no vegetation on the 

mudflats.  The estuaries are almost 

all heavily fringed by woodland. 

There are boatyards at St. Mawes, 

St. Just and Percuil.  

Mudflats and sand/shingle, 

exposed at low tide. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs, local 

knowledge 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – agricultural 

land  classification) 

 OS Map; aerial photographs, 

local knowledge 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

– agricultural land  

classification) 

 

Field and 

woodland 

pattern 

Extensive unmanaged woodland, 

dominated by oaks, extends along 

both banks of the river and creek.  

On the northern side within the 

Tregothnan Estate (outside the 

Parish) it is understood that for 

centuries oaks were grown for their 

bark which was used in the local 

leather tanning industry.  The 

woodland understorey comprises a 

lot of holly and near to the creek 

side a lot of moss growth is 

supported by the damp nature of the 

environment.  

On the upper creek reaches around 

Ardevora and Ardevora Veor 

agricultural land use extends to the 

creek side.  The fields are medium to 

large mixed use. 

In the farmed area hedges extend 

towards the creeks but are limited 

more to trees along the creek edges 

themselves. 

 The estuaries are found 

in steep sided Ria. 

 Fringed by native 

woodland/fields/hedges 

 Bounded by steep 

sloping native woodland 

or wide unmanaged 

scrub/hedges. 

 Some mature pines at 

waters edge at Percuil 

and Pelynt. 

There are no trees, hedges or 

woodland within the creeks, 

but mature woodland trees 

descend to and flank the 

mudflat edges. The dominant 

species are beech, ash and 

oak, with some other native 

species such as alder, holly 

and blackthorn forming the 

hedges where there is 

adjacent farmland. 

 No woodland/ 

fields/hedges 

 Bounded by steep 

sloping woodland or 

wide unmanaged 

scrub/hedges 

 There are no trees, hedges or 

woodland within the creeks, but 

mature woodland trees descend to 

and flank the mudflat edges. The 

dominant species are beech, ash 

and oak, with some other native 

species such as alder, holly and 

blackthorn forming the hedges 

where there is adjacent farmland. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs, CWT 

Wildlife notes, and visit the area to 

confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Trees and 

Woodland) 

 OS Map; aerial photographs, 

CWT Wildlife notes, and visit 

the area to confirm details 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

– Trees and 

Woodland) 

 



 

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Settlement 

pattern  
 

To the east are the isolated farms of 

Ardevora and Ardevora Veor whilst 

to the west is Smugglers Moorings at 

Tolverne (formerly Smugglers). 

 

“Smugglers” is a thatched stone 

cottage believed to be in excess of 

500 years old.  

 

The farms are believed to also be 

built of stone with tiled roofing. 

 

 

- Percuil boat yard at 

Percuil. 

- Several houses on 

waters edge at Percuil 

together with the 

boatyard form a small 

unobtrusive 

“settlement” 

- A number of  “isolated 

holiday homes” along 

the Percuil creek side  

- Holiday accommodation 

at Place - Place House 

and cottages at Cellars 

Beach. 

- House and holiday 

accommodation at Froe. 

 

No settlement here around 

the mudflats, but Ruan 

Lanihorne is at the head of 

the creek. The hamlet comes 

up a slope from the river with 

its old Castle houses and 

ancient Parish church (13th C) 

Houses in the main have 

largish plots and are in scale 

with each other. 

- Freshwater/Polvarth 

boat yard on the edge 

of St Mawes 

- St Just boat yard 

outside of main 

settlement which is at 

the top of the hill 

- “Isolated holiday 

homes” adjacent to 

Percuil estuary  

 Freshwater/Polvarth boat yard on 

edge of St Mawes. 

St Just boat yard outside of main 

settlement which is at the top of 

the hill. 

Boatyard and isolated holiday 

homes adjacent to the Percuil 

estuary. 

Isolated farms at Ardevora on an 

isthmus towards the upper 

navigable reaches of the Fal. 

Ruan Lanihorne village overlooks 

the tidal limit of the Ruan river. No 

settlement adjacent to the 

Fal/Ruan mudflats. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs, Historic 

Environment information, and visit 

the area to confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Principle 

Settlements) 

 OS Map; aerial photographs, 

Historic Environment 

information, and visit the 

area to confirm details 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

– Principle 

Settlements) 

 

Transport 
pattern 

The only public road accessing the 

creek is the B class road which 

descends the steep wooded valley 

side in the west of the Parish and 

terminates at the King Harry Ferry 

(KHF), a vehicle carrying chain ferry. 

There is no pavement, verge or 

street lighting.   

There is a public footpath to the 

north of Philleigh which gives direct 

access to the creek side.  This path 

is very muddy and stony and quite 

difficult to negotiate. The signage is 

deteriorating.  There is also a 

footpath from KHF to Tolverne, 

although following the closure of 

Smugglers, the famous cream tea 

venue, this path is probably now 

little used. 

 

  

 A small road leads 

down to Percuil serving 

the boatyard and 

adjacent car park. The 

road is a rural lane 

bordered by trees and 

hedgerow. 

 The minor road to St 

Antony’s skirts Froe 

Creek. Bordered by 

hedgerow and trees, 

becomes busy in 

summer. 

 A lane leads down to 

Place House and the 

quay at Place. Busy in 

summer as provides 

access to Place Ferry. 

 The creek sides are 

accessible by well used 

and well maintained 

footpaths. Stiles and 

signage generally in 

good condition. 

 The remains of the mill 

causeway at Polingey 

form a “stepping 

stones” to ford the 

creek. 

 National Trust car park 

at Froe. 

Single unclassified road 

borders one side of the creek 

near Ruan Lanihorne. 

It is poorly drained and is 

covered frequently by high 

tides and consequently is 

prone to potholing. 

There is no pavement and 

only a small intermittent 

grass verge, maintained on a 

voluntary basis.  

However there are wild 

flowers such as bluebells and 

red campion currently in the 

verges. 

 

 No roads 

 Rights of way along 

estuary sides, 

predominantly well 

maintained with easy 

access 

 Footpath regularly 

used by walkers  

 No roads, but waterways have their 

own co-ordinated public transport 

network; particularly active during 

the summer months. 

Relatively limited Rights of Way 

along side estuaries, but where 

they exist are very well used and 

consequently well maintained with 

easy access. 

Major feature of the transport 

network is the King Harry chain 

ferry. There are a limited number 

of minor roads with limited verges, 

no footpaths or lighting serving 

some Creek heads e.g. Percuil, 

Froe, Ruan Lanihorne, Place. 

Data source OS Map; aerial photographs local 

knowledge and visit the area to 

confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Access and 

Rights of Way) 

 OS Map; aerial photographs 

local knowledge and visit the 

area to confirm details 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

– Access and Rights 

of Way) 

 



 

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Historic 

Features 
 

From the creek side to the north of 

Philleigh there is a good view of the 

chimney of the now disused Trelonk 

brickworks (in Ruan Lanihorne 

Parish).  Tolverne paid a significant 

part in the D Day landings, being 

one of the main embarkation points 

for American troops.  From Tolverne 

there is a view across to Roundwood 

Quay which in the 18th century was a 

major shipping place for tin and 

copper ore (now maintained by the 

National Trust). 

 Tidal Mills (disused)  at 

Trethem, Froe and 

remains at Polingey  

 Sanding 

road/access/slipways 

(used for collecting 

sand for farmland) 

 A number of quays- 

Percuil, Place and 

others serving 

individual properties 

along the water’s edge. 

 Old ferry crossing at 

Percuil boat yard 

 The creek side at  Place 

forms an distinctive 

setting for the historic 

Place House and 

grounds plus the 

ancient but well 

maintained  St Antony’s 

Church. 

The old Trelonk Brickworks, 

although only the top of the 

chimney is visible. (Barn Owls 

have nested there) 

The restored Quay at the 

confluence of the rivers Ruan 

and Fal. 

The ancient river crossing at 

Sett Bridge. 

The magnificent tree tunnel 

on the road alongside the 

creek near to Ruan Lanihorne 

village pond going towards 

the quay. 

 Tidal Mills (disused at 

Trethem) (also at 

head of Froe creek)  

 Sanding 

road/access/slipways 

(used for collecting 

sand for farmland) 

 At least 3 quays 

 Turnaware was used 

as an embarkation 

point for the D-Day 

landings 

 Old ferry crossing at 

Percuil boat yard 

 St Just outer bar was 

lost due to shingle 

removal for road 

construction for “D-

Day” embarkation  

 St Just Church in 

ornamental woodland 

adjacent to creekside 

 Trelonk Brickworks chimney visible 

from Philleigh and Sett bridge. 

Roundwood Quay, (18th C shipping 

of tin and copper ore), visible on 

opposite bank from Tolverne. 

Various quays and slipways from 

St. Mawes up to Ruan quay, 

Turnaware, Place, Smugglers 

cottage etc. 

Tidal Mills (disused) at Trethem, 

Froe and remains at Polingey some 

(“sanding roads”), used for 

collecting sand for farmland. 

Old ferry crossing at Percuil boat 

yard. 

The creek side at Place forms a 

distinctive setting for the historic 

Place House and grounds plus the 

ancient but well maintained St 

Antony’s Church. 

Tidal Mills (disused) at Trethem; 

also at head of Froe creek and at 

Polingey below Lanhay 

Turnaware was used as an 

embarkment point for the “D-Day” 

landings. 

Tree tunnels notable features in 

these relatively well-wooded area 

e.g. Trewince to Froe, beside Ruan 

creek, descending to Place. 

Data source Use local knowledge, Historic 

Environment information; aerial 

photographs and visit the area to 

confirm details 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Heritage 

Designations and Historic 

Landscape Character 

Types) 

 Use local knowledge, Historic 

Environment information; 

aerial photographs and visit 

the area to confirm details 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

– Heritage 

Designations and 

Historic Landscape 

Character Types) 

 

Condition 

 
 

The tidal creek is a natural area 

almost untouched.  The woodlands 

are no longer managed or coppiced. 

 

Some sensitive small scale woodland 

“tidying” may be an advantage but 

on the whole the creek area would 

be best left as it is. 

 

Almost no management occurs aside 

from agricultural use adjacent to the 

minor creeks. 

 Many protected by 

SSSI- Environment 

Agency 

 Much of the Fal / Percuil 

are inshore Special 

Areas of Conservation 

with marine 

components  

 Protected by 

Environment Agency 

 Problems with nutrient 

runoff  

 Some problems with 

tidal borne litter 

especially at Pelyn. 

 Some abandoned boats. 

The creeks and river have no 

degradation, other than 

changes to banks caused by 

water and silt. 

The clearing of litter and river 

flotsam is managed by local 

volunteers. 

The wildlife and habitat 

monitoring is undertaken by 

English Nature, and local 

volunteers complete regular 

counts and surveys for the 

CWT, BTO, on mammals, 

birds, butterflies, moths, 

dragonflies, insects etc 

 

 Many protected by 

SSSI- Environment 

Agency 

 Much of the Fal/Percuil 

are Inshore Special 

Areas of Conservation 

with marine 

components  

 Old sanding slipways 

dilapidated as no 

longer in use 

 Protected by 

Environment Agency 

 Problems with nutrient 

runoff  

 The estuary and tidal creeks are 

natural areas almost untouched.  

The woodlands are no longer 

managed or coppiced. Some 

sensitive small scale woodland 

management may be an advantage 

but generally the Character Type 

should remain unchanged. 

Much of this  area is protected by 

SSSI and much of the Fal/Percuil 

are Inshore Special Areas of 

Conservation with marine 

components protected by  the 

Environment Agency. 

Problems with nutrient runoff 

leading to algal “blooms” some 

years. 

Some problems with tidal borne 

litter especially at Pelyn, and 

occasional abandoned boats. 

Data source Use local knowledge and visit the 

area to confirm details 

  Use local knowledge and visit 

the area to confirm details 

  



Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Aesthetic and 

sensory 

The presence of water gives the 

creek a very calm air with the 

overriding sound in the upper 

reaches being the call of water birds 

and buzzards.  The KHF area can, at 

peak times of the day and season, 

be bustling and noisy, with the clank 

of the ferry chains and chugging 

engine sound being distinctive 

though not invasive.   

Tolverne, when a bustling thriving 

business, still felt very restful, like 

stepping back in time. 

The wider river stretches to the west 

have a tendency to funnel the wind 

but in the narrower higher reaches 

calm and tranquillity reign. 

During the winter leaf fall changes 

the character the woodland areas 

dramatically.  Seasonal water birds 

visit, both water and mudflats.  The 

character of the whole creek 

changes twice daily with the 

changing tides and the water itself 

will go through colour changes 

depending on the weather, sky 

colour and season. 

Virtually no light pollution other than 

from the ferry crossing at dark 

times. 

 Unspoilt, tranquil, much 

bird song and sound of 

water lapping on shore 

/boats. 

 Due to speed controls 

on water no noise 

problems although 

waterways are still 

widely in use (over 550 

moorings) 

 In the winter there is 

minimal boat activity 

due to weather/short 

days/light conditions. 

 Footpaths are used all 

year. 

 Spring/summer 

increase in boats 

moored on estuary and 

increase in recreational 

kayaking due to 

tourism. 

 Undisturbed and quiet, with 

just the noise of water and 

wind punctuated by plaintive 

birdsong. 

A serene place of quality 

which has a profound effect 

on many who visit it. 

Alongside the road the beauty 

of primroses, celandine, 

bluebells, red campion, and 

stitchwort are a delight to 

behold in Spring. 

Its wide open and expansive 

skies, its unbroken ridgeline 

and the vista of the river and 

marsh with no signs of the 

past century give it a sense 

of timelessness and peace.  

There is no light pollution 

leading to a clarity of starlight 

hard to match on cloudless 

nights. 

 Unspoilt, peaceful and 

idyllic areas 

 Relaxing and timeless 

areas 

 Due to speed controls 

on water no noise 

problems although 

waterways are still 

widely in use (over 

550 moorings) 

 Down in the estuaries 

and creeks the gentle 

sound of boat masts 

swaying in the wind 

 In the winter there is 

minimal boat activity 

due to weather/short 

days/light conditions- 

footpath used all year 

round although mainly 

local use in the winter 

 Spring/summer 

increase in boats 

moored on estuary 

and increase in 

recreational kayaking 

due to tourism 

 The presence of water gives the 

creeks a very calm air; relaxing 

and timeless. The upper reaches in 

particular are undisturbed and 

quiet, with just the noise of water 

and wind punctuated by plaintive 

birdsong: serene places of quality 

which have a profound effect on 

many who visit. 

The wider areas, and particularly 

the Carrick Roads estuary can be 

much busier, although in winter 

there is minimal water-borne 

activity. The KHF area can, at peak 

times of the day and season, be 

bustling and noisy, with the clank 

of the ferry chains and chugging 

engine sound being distinctive 

though not invasive.  Tolverne, 

when a thriving business, still felt 

very restful, like stepping back in 

time. 

The wider river stretches and 

particularly the estuary have a 

tendency to funnel the wind. 

During the winter, leaf fall changes 

the character the woodland areas 

dramatically. Seasonal water birds 

visit, both water and mudflats. The 

character of the whole creek 

changes twice daily with the tides 

and the water colour changes 

depending on the weather, sky 

colour and season. 

Virtually no light pollution other 

than from the ferry. 

Data source Use local knowledge and visit the 

area to confirm details 

  Use local knowledge and visit 

the area to confirm details 

  



 

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Distinctive 

features  

There are no cables or power lines 

along the creeks apart from around 

KHF. Very little evidence of the built 

environment. 

 

The old oak woodland is very 

distinctive as is the dark tidal line 

which extends all the way along the 

creek sides. 

 

The mudflats with rills running at 

right angles are distinctive. 

 The creek side at Place 

forms a distinctive 

setting for the historic 

Place House and 

grounds plus the 

ancient but well 

maintained St Antony’s 

Church. 

 At Froe the house and 

quay (fish trap/former 

mill pond) form a 

distinctive feature in a 

very attractive setting.  

Ancient Sett Bridge. 

Saltmarsh. 

Restored Quay. 

Old Brickworks chimney top.  

Tree tunnels. 

Village pond. 

Wild flowers in the verges, 

hedges and boundaries. 

 St Just church and 

surrounding graveyard 

on estuary edge which 

are a focus as a 

visiting point for many 

tourists.  

 Footpaths running 

along the edge of the 

estuary at St Just  

 Very little evidence of the built 

environment. 

The fringing oak woodlands are 

very distinctive as is the dark tidal 

line extending along the creek 

sides. 

The mudflats with rills running at 

right angles are also distinctive. 

The creek side at Place forms a 

distinctive setting for historic Place 

House and grounds, plus the 

ancient but well maintained St 

Antony’s Church. 

At Froe, the house and quay (fish 

trap/mill pond) form a distinctive 

feature in a very attractive setting.  

St Just church and surrounding 

graveyard on the estuary edge are 

a focal point for many tourists.  

Other distinctive features include: 

saltmarsh, quays, Sett bridge, 

Trelonk chimney, village pond 

(Ruan), tree tunnels, wild flowers 

in Spring on verges and in hedges. 

Data source Use local knowledge, Historic 

Environment information 

Environmental Mapping 

(Appendix 5 – Heritage 

Designations and 

Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity) 

 Use local knowledge, Historic 

Environment information 

Environmental 

Mapping (Appendix 5 

– Heritage 

Designations and 

Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity) 

 



 

Character 
Attribute  

Parish - Philleigh Parish - Gerrans Parish – Ruan 
Lanihorne 

Parish – St Just  Parish –Veryan  Roseland Plan 

Views There are very limited viewpoints 

due to the lack of public access.  

However where they exist they are 

stunning.  From the end of the 

footpath north of Philleigh there are 

far reaching views along the creek to 

both east and west.  From Tolverne 

the view of the river is majestic and 

from the ferry crossing there are 

views along the Fal river both north 

and south. 

 There are long views 

across open water from 

many points on the 

footpaths around the 

creek sides. 

 The ridge above Percuil 

provides an excellent 

vantage point. 

 The quay at Place 

provides long view 

across the Percuil to St 

Mawes. 

The Old Quay. Views 

downstream. 

Sett Bridge. Views both 

downstream and upstream. 

 

 Many vantage points 

around the Roseland 

that look out into the 

estuaries and 

surrounding valleys  

 Beauty and distinctive 

feature of the area 

 There are very limited viewpoints 

due to the lack of public access.  

However where they exist they are 

stunning.  From the end of the 

footpath north of Philleigh there 

are far reaching views along the 

creek to both east and west.  From 

Tolverne the view of the river is 

majestic and from the ferry 

crossing there are views along the 

Fal river both north and south. 

There are long views across open 

water from many points on the 

footpaths around the creek sides. 

The National Trust car park on the 

ridge above the Percuil provides an 

excellent vantage point. 

The quay at Place provides long 

view across the Percuil to St 

Mawes.  

The quay and Sett bridge at Ruan 

provide magnificent views with 

virtually no made-made elements 

in sight. 

Many vantage points around the 

Roseland look out into the 

estuaries and surrounding valleys 

from all Character Types, even the 

elevated upland plateau. 

Data source OS Map; Use local knowledge   OS Map; Use local knowledge   

Relationship to 
the adjacent 

assessment 
area(s) 

The river and creek are bordered 

almost entirely by steeply wooded 

valley sides. 

 Estuaries are met by 

steep sided hillsides.  

 In many places the 

woodland comes down 

to the waters edge. 

 Small /medium fields 

and native hedgerows 

border the creek sides.  

The tidal creek is bordered by 

the adjacent Character Type 

of undulating land leading 

upwards eventually towards 

the plateau. The borders of 

undulation and the creek 

types is very clear. 

 Estuaries are met by 

steep sided wooded 

valleys (wooded areas 

drop straight off into 

estuary)  

 Estuaries are met by steep sided 

wooded valleys (wooded areas 

drop straight off into estuary). 

Where not woodland, small and 

medium scale fields characteristic 

of the intermediate undulating 

Character Type exist, due to the 

more shallow topography. 

The tidal creek is bordered by the 

adjacent Character Type of steep-

sided valley and undulating 

farmland leading upwards 

eventually towards the plateau. 

The borders of steep-sided valley, 

undulation and the creek types is 

very clear.  

 


