Minutes of Meeting of Roseland Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) Management Team

In Carrick House, Truro at 10 am on 24th February 2016
Present: Jon Smith, John Adams and Sue Wagstaff (Management Team)

Rob Lacey – Principal Development Officer, Planning, Cornwall Council (CC)
Purpose: To discuss the implications of the Inspector’s report on the appeal on the proposed development at the Bowling Green, St Just
JS opened the meeting by asking RL for his understanding of the report and its effect on the RNDP and also enquired how Cornwall Council are to react.

All agreed that the right decision was reached but expressed concern over the content of the report relating to the RNDP policies and Neighbourhood Plans in general. 
RL agreed it was unfortunate that Cornwall Council does not yet have an agreed 5-year housing plan the knock on effect of which is to render the RNDP housing policies temporarily ‘out of date’ although the intention of the policies cannot be ignored. This situation will be improved when the inspector approves the submitted 5-year housing land supply which should be in late May 2016 at which point the RNDP housing policies would regain some weight and this will be highlighted by planning officers in their reports on applications. Adoption of the Local Plan is not expected before the end of 2016 at which point CC will issue a statement that the RNDP policies are in conformity with the Plan. (Note: In the future, if the housing land supply falls below 5 years the Local Plan policies will be ‘out of date’ and NPPF policies will be applied)

JA mentioned the issue of housing numbers which was raised at the appeal and is referred to in the report. He feels this will remain a problem when dealing with developers unless CC produce more realistic figures but all accept this is a marathon task as the Home Choice register needs completely re-evaluating. RL explained that CC will not apply housing numbers to the AONB where would just respond to local need (however this has still to be approved by the Inspector of the Local Plan) All agreed a statement of need stating indicative numbers would be very useful not only for managing development but also for the Roseland CLT and it was felt this could be produced by Nick Marsden and RL agreed to speak to NM after this meeting.
On the specific question of the RNDP housing policies RL agreed with the MT that policy HO8 (Replacement Dwellings) should not have been included in the report with those relating to local need. RL also explained that whilst paragraph (i) was judged by the Inspector to have gone beyond NPPF policies the rest of the policy carries weight.
On the subject of NDPs in general, the MT expressed concern over the Inspectors comments not only as regards the effect on the credibility of the RNDP but also the effect on emerging NDPs. During the process of developing the RNDP the SG were given the impression that the Plan would be ‘inspected’ but it would now appear that the actual ‘examination’ process is not rigorous enough and the MT are keen that other groups are not caught out by this misconception about what can be achieved. RL confirmed that CC had not been fully aware of this difference as the process was put in place by DCLG but CC have recently received a grant to review the examination process for NDPs.
The MT asked that a briefing note be issued as soon as possible as rumour is rife on the Roseland.
(Note: JA left the meeting at 11.10am)
RL had indicated earlier in the meeting that he would be meeting with Edwina Hannaford in the afternoon and had produced a draft briefing note on the implications of the appeal report to be circulated to parish councils. JS and SW were able to read this document which included the subjects discussed during this meeting. JS enquired whether CC were to respond to the Secretary of State regarding the report but RL indicated that he felt the SG should write but that he would be happy to assist.
RL advised that he would send a note to the MT following this meeting and confirmed that he was also to speak with Sarah Arden and Terry Grove-White to get their views.

Meeting closed at 11.45m
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