Minutes of Meeting of Roseland Neighbourhood Development Plan  

in Pydar House, Truro at 10am on 24th May 2016

Present: Jon Smith, John Adams, Sue Wagstaff, Caroline Coldwell and Nick Cahill (Historic Environment Strategy Officer for Cornwall Council)
Purpose: To agree process for progressing Conservation Area Management Plans (CAMPs)
Prior to the meeting a list of questions had been sent to NC and these are shown below with details of the discussions around each.
Veryan:

1. Nick’s email dated 21/04/16 attaching detailed comments states ‘… I don’t for one moment suggest it all needs to be incorporated …’ but who decides what’s in and what’s out? Nick or Caroline? 
After discussion it was agreed that after NC has provided his preferred structure (see 4. below) CC would use NC’s notes/comments and her original draft to produce a document based on the new Historic England guidelines. This would then be sent to NC for further comment/input.
NC advice: Include statement that document is based on information available at the time of writing.
2. How much assistance/time can Nick provide?
NC explained that one of the reasons local groups are being used to produce CAMPs is lack of resources and money – in the past they were either produced by the Council or by recognised contractors for a considerable charge, but in the latter case were often not fit for purpose. NC stressed this process is new to him as well and he intends working in partnership with the local groups and he is always available to contact by phone or email. NC agreed to provide CC with the list of resources he used which are all available electronically and also agreed that CC may visit his office to access the maps on Cornwall Council’s intranet system. 
3. Will Nick write the final document based on the group’s input and his comments?
When CC has completed her draft appraisal using NC’s notes she will submit to NC for his input prior to going to consultation. NC confirmed that to be adopted by Cornwall Council he will need to agree the final document and put his name to it.
4. As remit has changed since original conversations, what type/size of document is now expected?
NC confirmed there is no set example to follow but he approves the structure set out in the recent Historic England Advice Note. However, to ensure consistency going forward, both on the Roseland and throughout Cornwall, NC wishes to possibly amend/improve on this and will send through his preferred structure in the next couple of weeks. As regards size, NC recommended the use of appendices, definitely for the Consultation Statement, to keep the main document manageable.
5. Nick seems to be including Veryan Green in many of the points although at present a separate CA. Presumably have to treat separately for the management plan and suggest amalgamation?
NC agreed his comments/notes did include Veryan Green as he feels the two are closely connected but as separate CAs will need to produce separate Plans although some of the content may be the same. Within either document can make a case explaining why should be extended.
NC advice: Simpler to extend a CA than to create a new CA by combining them.
6. How do we extend/change existing CA boundaries? E.g. Veryan + Veryan Green, St Mawes
As explained in 5. above, need to explain reasoning behind proposed extension and then there is a statutory process to go through. Once CAMP has been adopted the application to change the boundary can go to the Secretary of State.
7. How do we consult with the parish council and the community?
NC confirmed that there is no statutory process but experience has shown that to proceed successfully need the support of the parish councils. It was agreed the parish councils should be given an opportunity to comment and, as with the RNDP, the comments would be recorded and the response noted. A similar process of recording comments would be used with the public consultation.
Other Roseland Conservation Areas:
1. Does Nick know the other CAs as well as he does Veryan and will he provide the same amount of input for each other CA (obviously dependent on size of CA)? Or is Veryan a CA he knows more about/is most interested in?
NC explained that he had made an effort to learn more about Veryan as it is the first CAMP to be produced by the group and he wanted to be able to give more assistance. He admitted not knowing the other CAs as well but will try to assist where possible.
2. Apart from Nick’s personal knowledge/experience he has access to many resources – will these be available to the group for other CAs?
See 2. above regarding resources – a lot of the information will apply to the Roseland as a whole so will be repeated.
3. Will Nick be able to provide similar assistance/time for each CA?
See comments above.
4. How do we go about creating new CAs? E.g. Philleigh. Ruan Lanihorne, part of St Just?
NC agreed that new areas should be considered but the only legal requirement is to draw a boundary on a map. However, this must of course be backed up by evidence of the special significance of the area and he suggests using a similar process as used on the existing CAs.
Additional points raised at the meeting:

1. CAMP policies – JA asked for advice on how created and how much weight they carry. It was agreed that a SWAT exercise would assist in deciding what policies are required (group to be decided) and that the comments collected from RNDP questionnaires should also be checked. Obviously the policies must be in general conformity but advice on writing is provided by Historic England and Locality and JA suggested enlisting the help of Rob Lacey. It was agreed that linking to the RNDP adds relevance and weight. NC expressed the view that planning officers should be encouraged to consider the CAMP policies when making decisions but they are very relevant in appeals and in informing applicants. All agreed that they must not be too prescriptive but should seek to preserve what makes the CA special. For example, in Veryan, to preserve the size of structures and where they sit in the plot, and to maintain green gaps between buildings.
2. Article 4 Directions – JA asked for clarification as he understood Cornwall Council were not keen on creating any new ones. NC expressed the view that if the request came from the community based on sound evidence the Council should take note but that the problem with existing Directions was in enforcement.
Meeting closed at 11.45am
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Action points:
NC –
1. Review Historic England Advice Note and produce preferred structure for a CAMP and send to CC within next 2 weeks.
2. Provide CC with list of resources available electronically and details of any others which could be useful
SW – 
1. Review comments collected from RNDP questionnaires for guidance on what is important in CAs
